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Inputs to the Final Report of the UN Special Rapporteur 
on the Sale, Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse of 
Children




1. What are the remaining gaps and obstacles in combatting the sale, sexual 
exploitation and sexual abuse of children? What are the challenges that limit the 
effective implementation and application of existing laws, policies and guidelines 
to prevent, detect, support and protect child victims and survivors? 

Sexual violence is a grave violation of children’s rights. While global attention has focused 
on violence against children, in many instances this attention has rightly been 
predominantly on girls and leaving boys who experience sexual violence largely invisible in 
public discourse, national policy, legal frameworks, and child protection services.


This invisibility does not mean the issue is less prevalent. A landmark 2025 Lancet study, 
drawing on data from 204 countries, found that 1 in 7 men globally experienced sexual 
violence before turning 18. In countries like India (13.5%), the UK (16.5%), Botswana 
(27.1%), Bangladesh (27.7%), and Côte d’Ivoire (28.3%), the statistics are particularly 
alarming . Yet these boys often suffer in silence.
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As with girls but often even more harshly for boys, harmful gender norms prescribing 
gendered roles and behaviours, fear of disbelief or ridicule, and the absence of survivor-
friendly services discourage disclosure. In some countries, laws protect only girls, whereas 
boys are seen solely as perpetrators, not victims. In others, laws may be gender neutral but 
not necessarily gender sensitive, leaving boys out of the care and protection.


Frontline workers also report discomfort and a lack of guidance in supporting boy survivors. 
Even when disclosure happens, the absence of safe spaces and specialist services means 
that boys rarely receive psychosocial or legal support.


Additionally, data systems are often gender-blind. Official records often merge all child 
victims, making the abuse of boys statistically invisible. As a result, national policies, 
services, funding, and advocacy continue to ignore their distinct vulnerabilities.


Key Gaps and Challenges: 

● Legal and Policy Blind Spots: Most child protection laws lack gender-inclusive 
definitions of sexual violence, leaving boys unprotected.

● Cultural Silence and Stigma: Masculinity norms discourage boys from reporting 
abuse.

● Service Gaps: Very few survivor-friendly or male-focused services exist.
● Lack of Disaggregated Data: National and global data rarely distinguish by gender, 

age, or disability.
● Limited Public Awareness: Most campaigns exclude boys’ experiences.

“Despite existing laws, major gaps remain. There is no provision for the rape of a 
boy child, unequal ages of consent persist, and boys lack protection from abuse 
within their own families.” - Legal expert from Sri Lanka, 2025
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We recommend that the UN and governments should encourage and undertake


● Legal and Policy Reform:  Update national laws and policies to explicitly recognize 
boys as victims of sexual violence and ensure gender-inclusive definitions, 
protection, and accountability mechanisms.

● Survivor-Centered Services:  Provide specialized, trauma-informed services for 
boys, including male-specific counseling, peer support, and safe reporting channels.

● Awareness and Social Norms:  Challenge harmful gender stereotypes through 
public campaigns and community engagement, promoting recognition of boys’ 
vulnerability to sexual violence and safely engage boys in their development.

● Data, Research, and Evidence:  Collect disaggregated data by gender, age, 
disability, and care status to understand prevalence and inform policy and services.

● Family including Kinship Care Support:  Invest in family-strengthening including 
kinship care programs that prevent harm, preserve identity, and provide safe, 
supportive family environments for all children including boys.

● Monitoring and Accountability:  Strengthen accountability mechanisms for public 
and private actors, and enhance regional and international cooperation to prevent 
and respond to sexual violence.

This will ensure that no child is left behind, and that all children, regardless of gender, have 
access to protection, support, and justice. 


2. Are there any trends and emerging threats defining the scope and extent of the 
sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children especially in view of 
evolving global contexts? How adequate are current systems and strategies in 
protecting children effectively against such threats? 

The nature of sexual violence against children has changed rapidly with globalisation and 
digital access. New patterns are emerging that particularly affect boys, yet protective 
systems have not evolved at the same pace.


● Online exploitation and grooming: Boys are increasingly targeted through online 
games, social media, and video-sharing platforms, often lured with gifts or coercive 
relationships.

● Care contexts: Sexual violence against boys occurs across diverse settings — 
within families, communities, schools, peer groups, and institutions — highlighting 
that abuse is not confined to any single care context. Limiting attention to 
institutional settings overlooks the broader structural and social factors that 
perpetuate violence in everyday environments.  

● Migration contexts: Boys on the move, including those who are internally 
displaced, refugees, or migrants, are particularly vulnerable to sexual violence. 
Growing factors such as conflict, economic instability, and the impacts of the 
climate crisis are increasingly leading to family breakdown, separation of children 
from families and caregivers, and forced or unsafe migration. These circumstances 

A social worker from Nepal noted - “Clause 219 of the Criminal Code Bill 2074 
equates sexual violence against boys with ‘unnatural acts,’ even with animals, 
denying boys recognition as victims and deepening stigma and silence.”



increase the likelihood of exploitation and abuse, compounding the vulnerabilities 
already present due to age, gender, and social marginalisation. 

● Transactional sex and economic coercion: Adolescent boys, especially those 
from poor or marginalised communities, are drawn into exploitative relationships in 
exchange for money, shelter, or opportunities.

Across these contexts, boys with disabilities and those with diverse sexual orientations or 
gender identities face disproportionately higher risks. Their experiences often remain 
unacknowledged in prevailing discourses and policy responses, which tend to focus 
narrowly on girls or on institutional abuse. This invisibility, coupled with persistent stigma, 
discrimination, and a lack of inclusive safeguarding mechanisms, exacerbates their 
vulnerability. Addressing these trends requires a holistic understanding of how gender, 
disability, and identity intersect with evolving global pressures to shape the patterns of 
sexual violence of children today.


Unfortunately, national responses still tend to view boys only as potential offenders, not as 
victims. Few prevention campaigns or online safety programs speak directly to boys’ 
realities.


Systems remain inadequate because they are designed through gender stereotypes and 
lack trauma-informed, boy-inclusive protocols. Family for Every Child calls for strengthening 
social service workforces with nuanced, gender-sensitive training, enabling them to support 
all survivors effectively. This includes proactive work with families to prevent separation and 
enhance caregiving support, with particular attention to boys in a gender-inclusive manner. 
Support should also extend to boys at different developmental stages, including those 
exhibiting problematic sexual behaviours, as early intervention helps break cycles of 
gender-based violence and reduces vulnerabilities for all children. Initiatives such as the 
Philippines-based member CPTCSA's family-focused programs demonstrate the impact of 
combining prevention, family support, and survivor care within a cohesive, gender-
responsive approach.


3. Please provide information on concrete actions, initiatives and programs in 
engaging with children, youth, child-led and/or youth-led organizations and 
networks in the fight against the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of 
children. Please explain to what extent such actions, initiatives and programmes 
inform national policies. 

Family for Every Child works through its member organisations to ensure that children, 
including survivors, are not just beneficiaries but active participants in shaping solutions.


● The Caring for Boys Research Initiative involved multiple stakeholders across 
India, Nepal, Cambodia, the Philippines, Zimbabwe, South Africa, and Guyana. 
Survivors, parents, social workers and community members co-identified the 
barriers boys face in seeking help.

As a law enforcement official from India said, “The number of girl children being affected 
is disproportionately high. It is not that boys are not affected, boys also get affected, 
victimised. The seriousness with which the girl child problem is taken is not taken with 
boys.” (Into the Light Report, Childlight 2025 )

https://cptcsaph.org/


● The Blue Umbrella Day (BUD) Campaign is an annual global initiative across 20+ 
countries that raises awareness about protecting boys from sexual violence. 
Communities engage through school events, street theatre, public pledges, and 
digital storytelling.

● Global Signature Campaign: Over 50,000 people from 145+ countries have signed 
our petition urging the UN to declare 16 April as the International Day for the 
Protection of Boys from Sexual Violence. The signature-landing page are in Annex 1 
and endorsements are in the Annex 2. 

● Survivor’s participation: In Nepal, Philippines, India, Colombia, Brazil and 
Zimbabwe, Survivor-led groups have started peer education and community 
dialogue sessions, ensuring the message spreads through trusted voices.

These participatory efforts have contributed to policy dialogues and media visibility, shifting 
the public narrative towards gender-inclusive child protection. Through the National 
Advocacy Programme and Blue Umbrella Day Campaign, Family for Every Child members 
have successfully influenced national policies and programmes across several countries, 
prompting gender-inclusive reforms and improved survivor services. These efforts have 
spurred meaningful policy reforms and strengthened collaborations with governments and 
child protection agencies across India, Cambodia, the Philippines, Nepal, Guyana, Rwanda, 
Zimbabwe, and South Africa. They have contributed not only to amendments in existing 
laws but also to the systematic embedding of inclusive, child-centred approaches within 
national child protection systems, enhancing protection for all children, including boys at 
heightened risk of sexual violence.


4. How impactful has the mandate of the Special Rapporteur been in contributing to 
the fight against the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children? What 
are some positive impacts of your/your Government’s engagement with the 
mandate? What are the gaps in the approach and implementation of the mandate? 
How can the impact of the mandate be further enhanced in the future? 

The mandate of the Special Rapporteur has played a pivotal role in shaping international 
discourse on child exploitation and, importantly, sexual abuse of boys. Your leadership has 
already been transformative. In your 2021 thematic report, you highlighted the invisibility of 
boys and the lack of targeted services to support them. In 2024, you lent your voice to our 
global campaign advocating for the protection of boys from sexual violence, helping spark 
critical conversations worldwide. Most recently, your latest report acknowledged the 
challenges boys face and mentioned our call for the declaration of a UN Day.


However, Family for Every Child notes that, despite these significant contributions, the 
experiences of boys continue to remain largely absent from both UN-level and national-
level analyses. 

We encourage you to build on this legacy to make the mandate more inclusive and 
impactful, by:


● Integrating gender-transformative analysis into all thematic reports.


“Talking about it in a group helped me realise I was not alone. It gave me strength.” 
– Survivor group participant, Colombia

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RVRalopQ1UuSaH3YF13jKWTPPK5Mxq7fS1673eXF7Ms/edit?gid=1851487104#gid=1851487104
https://www.facebook.com/bluecapculture/


● Encouraging partnerships with survivor-led and child-led networks that include boys 
and men with lived experience.


● Expanding collaboration with mandates addressing related issues such as 
trafficking, online safety, and harmful masculinities.


The mandate has provided critical leadership in keeping the global spotlight on child sexual 
violence. With a broader, gender-inclusive approach, it can ensure that no survivor is left 
behind.


5. How impactful have the roles of child protection actors been? 

Family for Every Child members have observed that while there is increased awareness of 
child sexual violence, practitioners are often ill-equipped to engage sensitively with boy 
survivors. Police officers, teachers, and child welfare workers frequently lack gender-
inclusive tools or understanding.


Family members have conducted targeted capacity-strengthening programs in South 
Africa, the Philippines, Nepal, Guatemala, Zimbabwe and others, training frontline workers 
to recognise, document, and respond to male child survivors.


6. How effective have accountability measures been in respective countries? 
Specifically how effective have these measures been as it relates to private sector 
actors, including in technology, travel, and tourism industries? What gaps exist in 
ensuring accountability of relevant actors? 

Accountability remains inconsistent, especially concerning technology companies and the 
tourism industry. While many countries have adopted child cyber protection laws, 
enforcement is weak, and content removal processes are often slow and insensitive to 
survivors’ trauma. 

Family for Every Child recommends:


● Stronger corporate accountability frameworks with penalties for inaction. 
Survivor-centred approaches in online abuse investigations.


● Inclusion of boys in awareness materials and traveller responsibility guidelines in 
tourism-related initiatives. 

7. How effective are current regional and international mechanisms in facilitating 
cross-border cooperation to combat the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual 
abuse of children? What forms of collaboration are further needed or should be 
strengthened? 

Regional networks like SAIEVAC in South Asia and similar forums in other regions have built 
momentum for cross-border cooperation, but collaboration on male child survivors remains 
limited. Key recommendations:


“After the training, we started to ask different questions — not just about 
girls, but about any child who shows signs of distress.” – Social Worker, 
South Africa 



● Establish/reform regional referral and reintegration frameworks that explicitly 
address issues related to boys as well.


● Encourage and support national and regional research on childhood sexual 
violence with specific design inclusive to boys as well


● Promote information sharing between governments and civil society to strengthen 
child-sensitive justice mechanisms.


● Engage with technology firms and INTERPOL to enhance monitoring and 
prosecution of online abuse. 

8. What are the current gaps in data collection and analysis on the sale, sexual 
exploitation and sexual abuse of children? What are child safeguarding 
considerations that should guide research and data collection involving child 
victims and survivors? 

Reliable data on sexual violence against boys is almost non-existent. Most administrative 
data systems are not disaggregated by sex, and when they are, design and reporting biases 
often minimise boys’ experiences. There is an urgent need for gender-disaggregated and 
intersectional data. Most national databases still fail to record the sex of victims or the 
context of abuse.


Family for Every Child urges the UN to call on governments to:


● Invest in gender-inclusive national surveys and research on sexual violence.

● Inclusion of child and youth researchers, particularly those with lived experience, in 

the design and analysis stages to ensure trust and authenticity.

● Uphold child safeguarding standards when collecting and analysing data involving 

survivors. 

9. Please include any other relevant information. 

Through the Blue Umbrella Day Signature Campaign, Family for Every Child and its member 
organisations are advocating for the United Nations to recognise an International Day for 
the Protection of Boys from Sexual Violence.


This campaign has mobilised thousands globally, generating widespread public 
engagement and policy discussions. Recognition of such a day would be a historic step 
toward inclusive protection and the visibility of boy survivors, reinforcing the universality of 
child rights.


“When we looked at the data, the boys were missing. Not because they were 
safe, but because no one asked.” – Researcher, South Africa

As one Filipino survivor said, “It is really rare for men and boys to admit they have been 
sexually abused because of what our culture says.” (CPTCSA, Philippines, 2018)

“When we opened the blue umbrellas, it was a symbol — that every boy 
deserves safety, not silence.” – Community participant, Cambodia



Sexual violence against boys cannot be separated from broader issues of family violence 
and children on the move.


● Kinship care offers protective alternatives to institutionalisation, keeping children 
within families and reducing exposure to violence.

● Children on the move—especially unaccompanied boys—face heightened risks of 
sexual exploitation. All policies must treat them first and foremost as children, 
regardless of legal status.

As one young migrant shared: “Provide us with protection, safety and security. Help 
provide us with longer-term stability as soon as possible.” (Integration Toolkit, Family for 
Every Child)



Annex 1 - Petition Landing Page 

Annex 2 – Signatures collected to declare UN Day to protect boys from Sexual 
Violence – A total of 53,430 people from 145 countries have endorsed this global call for 
recognition and action.

https://familyforeverychild.org/bud-signature-campaign/en/
https://familyforeverychild.org/bud-signature-campaign/en/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NbyJyXYULanU2aHhtKFhVYSIJfy08Nm7/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NbyJyXYULanU2aHhtKFhVYSIJfy08Nm7/view?usp=drive_link

